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Priority 

1 . The Applicant's claim of foreign priority to US application 1 0/683,269 is improper. 
First, the instant application is a 371 of PCT/JP04/14732 filed 10/6/04. This PCT 
claimed priority to US application 10/683,269 filed 10/14/03. However, the Applicant did 
not properly restate the priority claim while entering the national phase in the US under 
35 U.S.C. 371 , due to the fact that application 10/683,269 was not listed in an 
Application Data Sheet or before the first line of the specification within 4 months of the 
first notice received under 35 U.S.C. 371 (37 CFR 1.78). Furthermore, foreign priority 
claims must be made in an oath/declaration or in an application data sheet no later than 
4 months (37 CFR 1.55). 

Second, a foreign priority claim to US 10/683,269 under 35 U.S.C. 199 cannot be 
made, given the fact that application 10/683,269 is not foreign to the US (i.e. the 
application was filed in the US and is thus a US application). A domestic claim of priority 
to application 10/683,269 may be made; however, since the time period of 4 months 
has passed, the Applicant would need to properly reference 10/683,269 either in an 
application data sheet or by amending the first line of the specification AND file a 
petition for an unintentionally delayed priority claim under 37 CFR 1 .78. 

Third, at this time, since appropriate reference to 10/683,269 was not made 
within the specified time limit in 37 CFR 1 .78, priority to the above application is 
presumed to be waived. Therefore, the Applicant does not receive priority back to the 
filing date of 10/683,269, and this application qualifies as prior art. 



Application/Control Number: 10/574,977 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3617 

2. The foreign priority claim filed on 7 April 2006 was not entered because the 
foreign priority claim was not filed during the time period set forth in 37 CFR 1 .55(a)(1). 
For applications that have entered national stage from an international application filed 
on or after November 29, 2000, after compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371, the claim for 
priority must be made during the pendency of the application and within the time limit 
set forth in the PCT and the Regulations under the PCT. See 37 CFR 1 .55(a)(1 )(ii). If 
applicant desires priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), (f) or 365(a) based upon a prior 
foreign application, applicant must file a petition for an unintentionally delayed priority 
claim (37 CFR 1.55(c)). The petition must be accompanied by (1) the claim (i.e., the 
claim required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d) and (f) and 37 CFR 1 .55) for priority to the prior 
foreign application, unless previously submitted; (2) a surcharge under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(t); 
and (3) a statement that the entire delay between the date the claim was due under 37 
CFR 1 .55(a)(1 ) and the date the claim was filed was unintentional. The Director may 
require additional information where there is a question whether the delay was 
unintentional. The petition should be addressed to: Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 

Drawings 

3. Figures 1 and 4-7 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- 
because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected 
drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
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"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

4. The drawings are objected to because the following reference characters are 
improper: 105(5); 1 14(14); 115(15); 112(12); 116(16); 11b(11a); 114b,115b; 115c,116b. 
It appears that these references characters either (a) refer to multiple embodiments in 
the same drawing, or (b) are different reference characters referring to the same 
element. See below. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

5. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .84(h)(5) because Figures 1 and 4 
show(s) modified forms of construction in the same view. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



6. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "1 14b" and "1 15b" and "1 15c" and "1 16b" have both been 
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used to designate the same elements, respectively. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

7. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the first, second, and 
third rings having diameters d1 , d2, and d3, respectively, wherein the relationship of the 
diameters is d1 <d2<d3, as set forth in claim 3, must be shown or the feature(s) 
canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 



Application/Control Number: 10/574,977 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3617 

changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

8. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "10" has been used to designate both the bogie link and a 
floating seal. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

9. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
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description: 1 14c'. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Specification 

10. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it contains legal terms. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



1 1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 
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12. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: It is unclear 
what is being described by "publication 1" in paragraph [003]. Furthermore, the term 
"swingablly" should be corrected for grammatical clarity. In addition, paragraph [0025] 
should be removed, since a list of reference characters does not further describe the 
invention beyond the detailed description. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

13. Claims 1 and 3-7 are objected to because of the following informalities: The 
phrase "inside thereof should be replaced with the term -therein- in line 3 of claim 1 . 
In line 5 of claim 1 , the phrase "with the pin at one end thereof should be replaced with 
the phrase -the pin at one end-. In lines 6-7 of claim 1 , the phrase "with a portion of an 
other" should be replaced with the phrase -a portion of an". In line 1 1 of claim 1 , the 
phrase "for sealing" should be deleted, and the term "is" should be removed. 

In line 2 of claim 3, the term "where" should be removed. 
Throughout claims 4-7, the term "in" should be replaced with the term -on- 
following the term "supported". 

These corrections are for grammatical clarity. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

14. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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15. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 1 is indefinite due to the fact that it is unclear 
what element of the invention is being referred to by the term "thereof in line 4. 



16. Claim 2 recites the limitation "each of slide portions" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The limitation of "slide 
portions" has not been previously set forth in the claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

17. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

18. Claims 1-7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Murakami et al. 



The applied reference has a common inventor and assignee with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention 
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disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this 
application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Murakami et al discloses all of the limitations set forth in the claims. 

Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references show pin assemblies having lubricant passages. 
For example, Iverson et al shows a pin assembly of the type described above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason R. Bellinger whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6680. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs (9:00-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Morano can be reached on 571-272-6684. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JRB/ 
Jason R Bellinger 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 



